Rick Larsen, Legion Commander

THE VETERAN

Charles R. Doman Post 131, American Legion
Valley Springs, SD 57068

https://cityofvalleyspringssd.gov/american-legion
Rick Larsen, Editor, September 2026

Carol Kooi, Auxiliary President

THE AMERICAN LEGION PREAMBLE

For God and Country, we associate ourselves together for
the following purposes:

To uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States
of America; to maintain law and order; to foster and perpet-
uate a 100-percent Americanism; to preserve the memories
and incidents of our associations in all wars; to inculcate a
sense of individual obligation to the community, state and
nation; to combat the autocracy of both the classes and the
masses; to make right the master of might; to promote
peace and good will on earth; to safeguard and transmit to
posterity the principles of justice, freedom and democracy;
to consecrate and sanctify our comradeship by our devotion

Pledge of Allegiance

| pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of
America and to the Republic for which it stands, one
Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice
for all.

to mutual helpfulness.

From the Editor

September ushers in fall, where did summer
go? We will be holding the last barbeque fundrais-
er of 2026 on September 10th. Another season of
Military History kicks off on the third Sunday. The
Legion meeting notes are inside along with up-
dates on the electrical work and the Legion sign
upgrade. The Valley Springs Hometown Hero ban-
ner program will have banners appearing in Sep-
tember. A membership update is included, keep
the renewals coming in!

Rick Larsen - Editor

Contacts

Commander: Rick Larsen—(605) 553-5990
ricksfsd@gmail.com

Vice Commander: Roger Kooi-(605) 757-7010
dutchwoman@alliancecom.net

Adjutant/Finance Officer-Ken Bodewitz
(605)757-6270 kwbode@aol.com

Chaplain: Melinda Johnson

johnson@alliancecom.net

Sergeant at Arms: Dean Struecker (515) 320-1583

dascjsallie@gmail.com

Historian: Carl Johnson

johnson@alliancecom.net

Historical Programs: Jerry Merkouris-(605) 582-7019
19gmc59@gmail.com

Legion Hall Rentals: Rick Larsen—(605) 553-5990
ricksfsd@gmail.com

Auxiliary

President: Carol Kooi, (605) 757-7010
dutchwoman@alliancecom.net

Vice President: Phyllis Lunstra (605) 757-6247
jplunstra@alliancecom.net

Treasuerer: Lory Johansen, (605) 360-9587
mediclojo@gmail.com

Secretary: Lory Johansen, (605) 360-9587
mediclojo@gmail.com

Chaplain: Kathy Stelzer (605) 332-1820
k8hstelzer@gmail.com

Membership Chair: Phyllis Lunstra (605) 757-6247
jplunstra@alliancecom.net

Sons—Email SAL.vssd@gmail.com

Commander: Terry Holm — (605) 321-6230
terry.holm@fmc.com

Vice Commander: Davyd Labata — (605) 310-2381

Adjutant: Brian Ternus — (605) 214-0670
bdternus@gmail.com

Finance Officer: Ken Bodewitz—(605) 757-6270
kwbode@aol.com

Chaplain: Terence Carmody — (605) 610-6424
tmcarmody@midco.net

Sergeant -At-Arms: Sam Johnson — (605) 553-8534
Johnsonsam136@gmail.com



mailto:terry.holm@fmc.com
mailto:bdternus@gmail.com
mailto:tmcarmody@midco.net
mailto:Johnsonsam136@gmail.com

From the Commander

The following minutes are from the Legion
meeting held on August 17" at 7 pm. The upcom-
ing August 20™ barbeque fundraiser was re-
viewed. Preparation, serving and cleanup were
covered. The September fundraiser will be the last
barbeque of 2026. October will be a soup supper,
November the Feather Party and no fundraiser in
December. Serving times for the September
Barbeque fundraiser are from 5to 7 pm.

Updating of the Legion sign at the south en-
trance of Valley Springs was discussed. A pro-
posed design was reviewed and accepted. A pic-
ture of the design is on page 3. An update for the
Valley Springs Hometown Heroes banner program
was provided. The first order has been placed,
and we are awaiting the arrival of the banners. We
have several requests for assistance with recog-
nizing veterans. Anyone can sponsor a banner for
$150. Please contact any of the Post officers
listed on Page 1 if you are interested.

2027 membership renewals were reviewed.
We are at 47 which puts us at just over 60% of the
goal. Please keep the renewals coming in so we
can focus on other Post needs. The Up to Now
was reviewed. Our District 7 Legion meeting will
be held on October 10, 2026, at Tea Post 266.
Social starts at 1 pm and the meeting at 2 pm.

A bid of $1,800 from S & V Electric was re-
ceived for the Post electrical system update. In-
cluded are adding circuits to the electrical panel,
additional outlets in the kitchen, and updating ex-
isting outlets. A motion was made and seconded
to approve the bid. The motion carried. 3’ X &’
flags were looked at. We will try sewn flags with
embroidered stars from Harbor Freight. The flags
appear to be more durable than what we currently
use. The cost will be about the same.

The Military History program will kick off on
September 20" at 6:30 pm. BVHS history teacher
Jeremy Risty will be giving a presentation on the
Battle of Yorktown. This was the final battle of the
Revolutionary War which concluded with the sur-
render of British troops under Gen. Cornwallis.

The City of Valley Springs has established Val-
ley Springs American Legion information on the
City’s Webpage. The Legion information is at
https://cityofvalleyspringssd.gov/american-legion.
This site will be developed to add the Auxiliary
and Sons. Several newsletters are available and
the goal is to add an application to join our group.

Rick Larsen, Post Commander
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Across the nation, change is underway
to reduce the number of military-
affiliated Americans who are lost to sui-
cide. Various estimates have put the
daily toll at 18 or 22, while others say
those figures underestimate the real
number. In any case, The American
Legion believes one is too many.
That is why The American Legion has
prioritized raising awareness about the
issue, providing free suicide prevention
training and reassuring those who find
themselves struggling that it is “OK to
not be OK.” Our goal is to talk openly
and boldly about the challenges affect-
ing Americans every day.

Legion Hall Rentals
24-hour Rentals (midnight to midnight)

Large Room $180 per day
Small Room $120 per day
Large/Small Room $300 per day
24-hour time includes setup and cleanup.

6-hour Rentals

Large Room $90

Small Room $60
Large/Small Room $150

6-hour time includes setup and cleanup.

Set Up Day Before/Clean Up Day After

Large Room $ 90 per day
Small Room $ 60 per day
Large/Small Room $150 per day
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Proposed sign design for the Legion sign at the south entrance of town.

Military History Night
September 20, 2026
6:30 pm

BVHS history teacher Jeremy Risty
will be giving a presentation on the Battle
of Yorktown. This was the final battle of
the Revolutionary War which concluded
with the surrender of British troops under
Gen. Cornwallis. This event is open to
the public and refreshments will be
served.

Barbeque Fundraiser
Thursday, September 10, 2026
5-7 PM

Join us for the last barbeque fundraiser of 2026.
October will be a soup supper fundraiser. The menu
includes grilled hamburgers, hot dogs, barbeques,
calico beans, chips, cole slaw, fruit salad, soda, water
and condiments. The Auxiliary is serving desserts. A
free will donation will be accepted.

The profits will go to our Post remodeling fund.
Volunteers are needed starting at 2:30 PM to prepare
the food, during the serving times, and cleanup fin-
ished by 8 PM. Help out for any part of the time that
you can support.
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Brandon Historical Society hosts a bian-
nual presentation on various historical
topics. This fall we're hosting a presenta-
tion by a speaker from Rapid City named
Carson Walker. He is talking about the
role of media and the importance of civic
engagement. All American Legion mem-
bers or anyone who might be interested
are welcome to attend.

Date: Sunday, October 25
Time: 6:00
Location: BVHS Performing Arts Center




September 2026

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
Breakfast
8am
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Barbeque Breakfast
5-7 pm 8am
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Breakfast
8am
20 21 22 29 24 25 26
Military History | Meetings Autumn Breakfast
6:30 pm Son.s 6 pm Begins 8 am
Legion 7pm
27 28 29 30

Our Post dues are a low $45 per year. Auxiliary dues are $30 (senior) and $5

(junior) per year. Sons of the American Legion dues are $25 per year.

It Is Not The Price You Pay For Membership, It Is The Price You Paid To Be
Eligible To Join; It Is The Value Of Being A Member.
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