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THE AMERICAN LEGION PREAMBLE

For God and Country, we associate ourselves together for
the following purposes:

To uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States
of America; to maintain law and order; to foster and perpet-
uate a 100-percent Americanism; to preserve the memories
and incidents of our associations in all wars; to inculcate a
sense of individual obligation to the community, state and
nation; to combat the autocracy of both the classes and the
masses; to make right the master of might; to promote
peace and good will on earth; to safeguard and transmit to
posterity the principles of justice, freedom and democracy;
to consecrate and sanctify our comradeship by our devotion
to mutual helpfulness.

Pledge of Allegiance

| pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of
America and to the Republic for which it stands, one
Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice
for all.

From the Editor

The June barbeque fundraiser and Memorial
Day plans are inside this edition. Also included is
the results of the May barbeque fundraiser and
the meeting minutes from the Auxiliary and Legion
meetings.

The Memorial Day schedule is:

6:30 am—put up casket flags. Meet at the
Legion Hall

11 am—program at Legion Hall

Cemetery after Legion Hall Program

Return to the Legion Hall for lunch
Rick Larsen—Editor
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From the Commander

The following are the notes from the 7 pm
Legion Meeting held on May 18™. The May 14"
BBQ fundraiser was well attended. The profit
for this event was just over $530. This was de-
posited into the remodel fund. The current bal-
ance is $1,475.60. An electrical contractor will
meet with Post members to explore electric
panel options.

The next Barbeque fundraiser is on June
11™ with serving times from 5 pm to 7 pm. The
menu includes grilled hamburgers, hot dogs,
barbeques, calico beans, chips, cole slaw, fruit
salad, soda, water and condiments. The Auxil-
iary will provide the desserts. The profits will go
to our Post remodeling fund.

The Memorial Day program starts at 11 am
on Monday, May 25". The guest speaker is
Pastor Andrew Ratcliffe from Blessed Redeem-
er in Brandon, and the soloist is Art Aadland
accompanied by Ellen Aadland . A Remem-
brance Service will be held at Pleasant View
Cemetery following the program. American Le-
gion Post 318 and VFW Post 4726 from Bran-
don will assist. Casket flags will be flown at the
Legion Hall and Pleasant View Cemetery
weather permitting. We will return to the Post
for a free will offering luncheon provided by the
Auxiliary.

The Legion sign on the south entrance of
Valley Springs is in poor condition. Ken Bode-
witz and Dean Struecker will inspect it and
make recommendations. Several options were
discussed. The Up to Now! was reviewed. In-
cluded were the resolutions being voted on at
the State Convention and dates for upcoming
activities. The County Legion meeting is in Bal-
tic on Tuesday, May 26". Social starts at 5:15
pm and the meeting at 6 pm. A new County
treasurer and adjutant are need.

Automania is in Valley Springs again on Sat-
urday, June 27". The event kicks off at 12 noon
with a color guard requested. We will provide
one. We will have a table in front of the Legion
Hall on the street to engage the attendees.
Sioux Falls Post 15 will be invited to set up their
hamburger and hot dog grill in our parking lot.

Rick Larsen — Post Commander

Auxiliary President’s Report

The Auxiliary meeting was held on
May18th at 1PM Legion Hall Valley Springs.
The Pledge of Allegiance, preamble and roll
call of officers were completed. All officers
were present. Treasurer and secretary reports
were given and approved.

A discussion was held for the current pop-
py distribution and ideas for ongoing support
for future distributions.

Memorial Day luncheon will be held at the
Legion Hall following the programs at Legion
and cemetery. Duties and menu were dis-
cussed and approved.

The committee for the plastic bag mat
making out of Renner South Dakota have
asked to do the presentation in the fall. This
was approved and all community members
will be invited.

The Auxiliary will join the Legion members
for the Valley Springs parade in July. More
planning should be held in July, and these
events will be posted on Facebook.. None of
the plans have been received yet.

As always we thank our wonderful veter-
ans and active military members for our free-
dom!!

PLEASE NOTE:
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Vote June 2nd!



Barbeque Fundraiser
Thursday, June 11, 2025
5-7 PM

Join us for June barbeque fundraiser. The menu
includes grilled hamburgers and hot dogs. Also being
served are barbeques, calico beans, chips, cole slaw, fruit
salad, soda, water and condiments. The profits will go to
our Post remodeling fund. Volunteers are needed starting
at 2:00 PM to prepare the food, during the serving times,
and cleanup finished by 8 PM. Help out for any part of the
time that you can support.

Memorial Day
Monday, May 25, 2026
11 AM

The program this year starts at 11 am at the Legion
Hall. The guest speaker is Pastor Andrew Ratcliffe from
Blessed Redeemer, Brandon. A remembrance at
Pleasant View will follow. Brandon American Legion Post
318, and Brandon VFW Post 4726 will assist. Casket
flags will be flown at the Legion Hall and Pleasant View
Cemetery weather permitting. Meet at the Legion Hall at
6:30 AM to help put the flags up. The flags are 100% cot-
ton so rain will cancel flags. We will return to the Legion
Hall after the cemetery for lunch provided by the Auxiliary.
A free will donation will be accepted.

Top photo: The Post flagpole was painted, a
new rope installed and the MIA/POW flag
added. Thank you to Ken Bodewitz, Roger
Kooi and Dean Struecker for doing this pro-
ject!

Lower photo: the May barbeque fundraiser
was a huge success thanks to the support of
many people. Thank you!




June 2026

Sun

Mon

Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 o 6
Auxili'ary Primary Breakfast
Meeting Election 8am
1pm
7 S O 10 11 12 13
Barbeque Breakfast
5-7 pm 8am
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Meetings Breakfast
Sons 6 pm 8am
Legion 7 pm
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Breakfast
8am
28 29 30

Our Post dues are a low $45 per year. Auxiliary dues are $30 (senior) and $5

(junior) per year. Sons of the American Legion dues are $25 per year.

It Is Not The Price You Pay For Membership, It Is The Price You Paid To Be
Eligible To Join; It Is The Value Of Being A Member.
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