
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The American Legion Preamble 

  
For God and Country, we associate ourselves 
together for the following purposes:  
To uphold and defend the Constitution of the United 
States of America; to maintain law and order; to foster 
and perpet-uate a 100-percent Americanism; to 
preserve the memories and incidents of our 
associations in all wars; to inculcate a sense of 
individual obligation to the community, state and 
nation; to combat the autocracy of both the classes 
and the masses; to make right the master of might; to 
promote peace and good will on earth; to safeguard 
and transmit to posterity the principles of justice, 
freedom and democracy; to consecrate and sanctify 
our comradeship by our devotion to mutual 
helpfulness.   
 

Pledge of Allegiance 
 

I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of 
America and to the Republic for which it stands, one 
Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice 
for all.  

 
 
Contacts 
 
Legion 
Commander: Rick Larsen—(605) 553-5990  
ricksfsd@gmail.com  
Vice Commander: Roger Kooi-(605) 757-7010  
dutchwoman@alliancecom.net  
Adjutant/Finance Officer-Ken Bodewitz  
(605)757-6270 kwbode@aol.com  
Chaplain: Melinda Johnson  
johnson@alliancecom.net  
Sergeant at Arms: Dean Struecker (515) 320-1583  
dascjsallie@gmail.com  
Historian: Carl Johnson  
johnson@alliancecom.net  
Historical Programs: Jerry Merkouris-(605) 582-7019  
19gmc59@gmail.com  
Legion Hall Rentals: Rick Larsen—(605) 553-5990  
ricksfsd@gmail.com  
 
Auxiliary  
President: Carol Kooi, (605) 757-7010  
dutchwoman@alliancecom.net  
Vice President: Phyllis Lunstra (605) 757-6247  
jplunstra@alliancecom.net  
Treasuerer: Lory Johansen, (605) 360-9587  
mediclojo@gmail.com  
Secretary: Lory Johansen, (605) 360-9587  
mediclojo@gmail.com  
Chaplain: Kathy Stelzer (605) 332-1820  
k8hstelzer@gmail.com  
Membership Chair: Phyllis Lunstra (605) 757-6247  
jplunstra@alliancecom.net  
 
Sons—Email SAL.vssd@gmail.com  
Commander: Terry Holm – (605) 321-6230  
terry.holm@fmc.com  
Vice Commander: Davyd Labata – (605) 310-2381 
Adjutant: Brian Ternus – (605) 214-0670  
bdternus@gmail.com  
Finance Officer: Ken Bodewitz—(605) 757-6270  
kwbode@aol.com  
Chaplain: Terence Carmody – (605) 610-6424  
tmcarmody@midco.net  
Sergeant -At-Arms: Sam Johnson – (605) 553-8534  
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From the Editor 
 
     A new software program is used to 
put this newsletter together. That’s why it 
looks different. Inside are the Legion 
meeting minutes, info on the October 
Soup Supper, sign and electrical and a 
membership updates. 

mailto:ricksfsd@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Commander 

 
     These notes are from the September 21st 
Legion meeting held at 7 pm. The results 
from the August and September barbeques 
was discussed. The August profits we just 
over $490 and Septembers profit just over 
$580. The fundraiser switches to a Soup 
Supper on October 8th. Serving times are 
from 5 pm to 6:30 pm.  
     New plywood has been purchased and 
primed for a new Legion sign on the south 
entrance to Valley Springs. The sign will be 
painted and installed once the old wood is 
removed from the signposts. This should be 
completed this fall. 14 Hometown Heros 
veteran’s banners have been received and 
installed along Broadway Avenue. Thank 
you to Ryan Nussbaum for installed the 
banners! 
     Membership renewals were updated. 
Currently we have 52 members registered 
for 2027. This includes two new members 
joining out Post. We still have 29 
memberships that need renewing. Please 
submit those as soon as possible! The Sons 
renewals are at 27 registered for 2027. This 
includes one new Son’s member.  
     The electrical system was updated at a 
cost of $1,266.02. We will now seek to raise 
$25,000 to $30,000 for a new electronic 
sign to replace the old Legion sign in front of 
the building. Planning for the Veterans Day 
Program on November 11th is underway. A 
search is under way for a guest speaker. 
The menu will remain the same as last year. 
The food will be ordered from Tonys 
Catering. Brandon Valley High School will 
be holding a Veterans Day program on 
November 10th, starting time to be 
determined.  
     The next Military History program is on 
October 18th. Kari Beck will be giving a 
presentation on the 1st Minnesota Regiment 

at Gettysburg. It starts at 6:30 pm and is 
open to the public. 
 
Rick Larsen – Post Commander 
 

Auxiliary President’s Report 
 
     The Valley Springs Auxiliary meeting was 
held on September 14 @ 1PM. Due to a 
lack of quorum a discussion only was held 
on agenda items. Notes were taken by 
secretary and will be emailed to members. 
Next meeting is October 19 @1PM 
 
Carol Kooi – President 
 

 
 

 

 

      
Fourteen 
Hometown 
Heroes 
Veterans 
banners were 
installed along 
Broadway 
Avenue in 
Valley Springs. 
These were 
the first two 
that were 
installed. 

Soup Supper 
Thursday, October 8, 2026 

5 – 6:30 PM 
 
       Join us for the last Soup Supper for 2026. 
On the menu is chili, bean and ham, and Lory’s 
Chicken Pot Pie Soup. Corn bread muffins, chips, 
hot dogs and drinks will be served. Volunteers 
are welcome to help out any time you can 
support from 2 pm to 7:30 pm.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BVHS teacher Mr. Jeremy Risty giving a 
presentation on: "The Battle of Yorktown; the 
final battle of the Revolutionary War." 
October 18th is the next Military History night. 
Kari Beck will give a presentation on “1st 
Minnesota Regiment at Gettysburg”. 

     Thank you to the Auxiliary for donating the 
fundraiser deserts. It makes a difference! 

     Great community support drives the 
success of our fundraisers. Thank you!!! 

Our Post dues are a low $45 per year.  Auxiliary dues are $30 (senior) and $5 
(junior) per year. Sons of the American Legion dues are $25 per year.  

It Is Not The Price You Pay For Membership, It Is The Price You Paid To Be  

                          Eligible To Join; It Is The Value Of Being A Member.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Breakfast 
8 am 

Breakfast 
8 am 

Breakfast 
8 am 

Breakfast 
8 am 

Breakfast 
8 am 

Meetings 
Auxiliary  
1 pm 
Sons 6 pm 
Legion 7 pm 

Soup 
Supper 

5-6:30 pm 

District 7 
Fall Meeting 
Social 1 pm 
Meeting 2 pm  

Military  
History 
6:30 pm 


