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Contacts 
 
Legion 
Commander: Rick Larsen—(605) 553-5990 
     ricksfsd@gmail.com 
Vice Commander: Roger Kooi-(605) 757-7010 
     dutchwoman@alliancecom.net 
Adjutant/Finance Officer-Ken Bodewitz 
     (605)757-6270 kwbode@aol.com 
Chaplain: Melinda Johnson  
johnson@alliancecom.net 
Sergeant at Arms: Dean Struecker (515) 320-1583 
dascjsallie@gmail.com 
Historian: Carl Johnson 
johnson@alliancecom.net 
Historical Programs: Jerry Merkouris-(605) 582-7019 
     19gmc59@gmail.com 
Legion Hall Rentals: Rick Larsen—(605) 553-5990 
     ricksfsd@gmail.com 
 
Auxiliary 
President: Carol Kooi, (605) 757-7010 
     dutchwoman@alliancecom.net 
Vice President: Phyllis Lunstra (605) 757-6247 
     jplunstra@alliancecom.net 
Treasurer: Lory Johansen, (605) 360-9587 
      mediclojo@gmail.com 
Secretary: Lory Johansen, (605) 360-9587 
     mediclojo@gmail.com 
Chaplain: Kathy Stelzer (605) 332-1820 
     k8hstelzer@gmail.com 
Membership Chair: Phyllis Lunstra (605) 757-6247 
     jplunstra@alliancecom.net 
 
Sons—Email SAL.vssd@gmail.com 
Commander:  Terry Holm – (605) 321-6230 
     terry.holm@fmc.com 
Vice Commander:  Davyd Labata – (605) 310-2381 
      davyd2426@gmail.com 
Adjutant:  Brian Ternus – (605) 214-0670 
     bdternus@gmail.com 
Finance Officer:  Ken Bodewitz—(605) 757-6270  
     kwbode@aol.com 
Chaplain:  Terence Carmody – (605) 610-6424 
     tmcarmody@midco.net 
Sergeant -At-Arms:  Sam Johnson – (605) 553-8534 
     Johnsonsam136@gmail.com 

Pledge of Allegiance 

I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of 

America and to the Republic for which it stands, one 

Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice 

for all. 

THE AMERICAN LEGION PREAMBLE 

For God and Country, we associate ourselves together for 

the following purposes: 

To uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States 

of America; to maintain law and order; to foster and perpet-

uate a 100-percent Americanism; to preserve the memories 

and incidents of our associations in all wars; to inculcate a 

sense of individual obligation to the community, state and 

nation; to combat the autocracy of both the classes and the 

masses; to make right the master of might; to promote 

peace and good will on earth; to safeguard and transmit to 

posterity the principles of justice, freedom and democracy; 

to consecrate and sanctify our comradeship by our devotion 

to mutual helpfulness. 

 
Rick Larsen, Legion Commander     Carol Kooi, Auxiliary President 

Rick Larsen, Editor, May 2026 

From the Editor 

 

     In this edition you will find a report from the 
April Legion meeting, the results of the April 
soup supper, the information on the May barbe-
que, the Brandon Loyalty Day Parade, and 
planning for Memorial Day. Post officers have 
been voted in for 2025-2026 . Bids will be taken 
to improve our main electrical panel. 

 

Rick Larsen - Editor 
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Auxiliary President’s Report 

 

     The Legion Auxiliary meeting was held at 
1PM on April 20. Meeting called to order and 
opened with prayer by Kathy Stelzer, chap-
lain. Pledge of allegiance and preamble recit-
ed. Secretary report deferred and treasurers 
report read. Money was given to Honor Flight 
for an escort going with one of our Legion 
members .Money allocated to support the Le-
gion for building insurance. Lory has filed the 
IRS tax form for the Auxiliary. Two girls will be 
attending Girls state and they will attend the 
orientation in May. 
     Plans discussed for poppy distribution and 
Memorial Day luncheon, will review luncheon 
needs at May meeting. 
     Officers will remain the same for upcoming 
year. Next meeting is May 18 at 1PM. All re-
ports due will be sent in by President. 
     BBQ by Legion is May 14, please come 
out and support our wonderful veterans!! 
 
Carol Kooi – Auxiliary President 

From the Commander 
 
     The following notes are from the Legion meeting 
held on April 20

th
 at 7 pm. The March 12

th
 Soup 

Supper fundraiser provided a profit of just over 
$300. The profit was deposited into the Remodeling 
account. The current balance is $945.16. A big 
thank you to Melinda Johnson for making and do-
nating the vegetable beef soup! Also, thanks to the 
Auxiliary for making and donating the desserts. 
     Our next fundraiser is a Barbeque fundraiser on 
May 14

th
.The serving times are from 5 pm to 7 pm. 

The menu includes grilled hamburgers, hot dogs, 
barbeques, calico beans, chips, cole slaw, fruit sal-
ad, soda, water and condiments. The Auxiliary will 
provide the desserts. The profits will go to our Post 
remodeling fund.  
     The Memorial Day program starts at 11 am on 
Monday, May 25

th
. The guest speaker and soloist 

are to be announced. A Remembrance Service will 
be held at Pleasant View Cemetery following the 
program. American Legion Post 318 and VFW Post 
4726 from Brandon will assist. Casket flags will be 
flown at the Legion Hall and Pleasant View Ceme-
tery weather permitting. We will return to the Post 
for a free will offering luncheon provided by the Aux-
iliary. 
     Nominations were taken and then closed. Dean 
Struecker was nominated as Sergeant at Arms and 
Carl Johnson as the Post Historian. All other posi-
tions remained the same. The nominations received 
a unaminous vote to approve the 2025-2026 offic-
ers. 
     April 19

th
 Military History presentation was the 

last one for this Spring. The program will get under-
way again in September. Registration and insurance 
were paid for Legion Baseball Senior Team and two 
Junior Teams. The Junior Teams increased from 
one to two teams. The Post IRS 990-N tax form is 
filed for 2025.  
     Sunday, May 3

rd
 is the Brandon Loyalty Day Pa-

rade. We will have our float in the parade. Gather at 
the High School parking lot at noon with the parade 
starting at 1 pm. Float riders are needed to throw 
out candy. The Post voted to support the Michael 
Fitzmaurice medal of honor bronze statue with a 
$100 donation.  
     Thank you  to the Auxiliary in supporting one-half 
of the building insurance premium. We appreciate 
the support. Adjutant Ken will be contacting Jensen 
Electric to get an estimate to improve our main elec-
trical panel. This will give us a fundraising goal.  
 
Rick Larsen – Post Commander 

Thank You To 

 

The Harley Bork family for donating 30 doz-
en eggs for the Pancake Breakfast fundrais-
er. 
 
Gary and Judy Krull for donating 18 dozen 
eggs for the Pancake Breakfast fundraiser 
and 15 dozen eggs for the Friday breakfasts. 
 
The Auxiliary for paying one half of the Post 
building insurance cost and for donating  
desserts for our fundraisers.  
 
Bill Flinn from Brandon Post 318 for working 
the Pancake Breakfast. 
 
Melinda and Carl Johnson for donating the 
vegetable beef soup for the April Soup  
Supper fundraiser.  
 
All this support is greatly appreciated! 



Above: Local resident, Mr. Mark Rollinger, giving a presentation on 
"Stories and Artifacts from Iwo Jima." Iwo Jima was the site of a major bat-
tle between U.S. Marines and Japanese Imperial Forces in WW!!. 

Below: the audience enjoying the April 19th Military History presentation. 

Above: Brandon resident, Ms. Kari Beck, giving a presentation on 
"Stonewall Jackson" on March 22nd. 

Commander Larsen receiving the 100% 
membership award from Department  
Commander Kevin Hempl and District 7 
Commander Andrew Lyngen at the District 
7 Spring meeting. 

Congratulations to Donald Muth on receiv-
ing his 50-year continuous membership 
award! 

Left: The success of 
the April soup supper 
is due to the great 
support from the com-
munity.  
 
Right: the members of 
the Auxiliary who 
baked the desserts 
served.  



Our Post dues are a low $45 per year.  Auxiliary dues are $30 (senior) and $5 
(junior) per year. Sons of the American Legion dues are $25 per year.  

It Is Not The Price You Pay For Membership, It Is The Price You Paid To Be  

                          Eligible To Join; It Is The Value Of Being A Member.  

 

May 2026 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

Breakfast 

8 am 

Breakfast 

8 am 

Breakfast 

8 am 

Breakfast 

8 am 

Breakfast 

8 am 

Barbeque  

5-7 pm 

Meetings 
Sons 6 pm 
Legion 7 pm 

Memorial Day 
Program 

11 am 

Brandon  
Loyalty Day 
Parade 1 pm 



CHARLES R. DOMAN POST 131  

P.O. BOX 189—615 Broadway  

VALLEY SPRINGS, SD  57068-0189  

The above volunteers supported the April soup supper by preparing  and serving the food along with cleanup. Over five hours 
were donated by each to make this a success! Thank you. 

Barbeque Fundraiser 

Thursday, May 14, 2026 

5-7 PM 

     Join us for the first barbeque fundraiser 

in 2026. The menu includes grilled ham-

burgers, hot dogs, barbeques, calico 

beans, chips, cole slaw, fruit salad, soda, 

water and condiments. The profits will go 

to our Post remodeling fund. Volunteers 

are needed starting at 2:30 PM to prepare 

the food, during the serving times, and 

cleanup finished by 8 PM. Help out for any 

part of the time that you can support.  

Memorial Day 

Monday, May 25, 2026 

11 AM 

   The program this year starts at 11 am at the  

Legion Hall. The guest speaker and soloist is to be  

determined.. A remembrance at Pleasant View will 

follow. American Legion Post 318 and VFW Post 

4726 from Brandon will assist. Casket flags will be 

flown at the Legion Hall and Pleasant View Ceme-

tery weather permitting.  Meet at the Legion Hall at 

6:30 AM to help put the flags up. The flags are 

100% cotton so rain will cancel flags. We will return 

to the Legion Hall after the cemetery for lunch  

provided by the Auxiliary. A free will donation will be 

accepted. 


