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THE AMERICAN LEGION PREAMBLE

For God and Country, we associate ourselves together for
the following purposes:

To uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States
of America; to maintain law and order; to foster and perpet-
uate a 100-percent Americanism; to preserve the memories
and incidents of our associations in all wars; to inculcate a
sense of individual obligation to the community, state and
nation; to combat the autocracy of both the classes and the
masses; to make right the master of might; to promote
peace and good will on earth; to safeguard and transmit to
posterity the principles of justice, freedom and democracy;
to consecrate and sanctify our comradeship by our devotion
to mutual helpfulness.

Pledge of Allegiance

| pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of
America and to the Republic for which it stands, one
Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice
for all.

From the Editor

The past month has been very busy! The re-
sults from the Booster Days pancake breakfast
are included inside along with photos from the
Automania color guard, Booster Days parade col-
or guard, and awards received by our Post. Infor-
mation on the Valley Springs Hometown Heroes
banner program is provided.

An August barbeque fundraiser is on

Thursday, August 20" and don’t forget to attend
the Manley Customer Appreciation event on
Thursday, August 13"™. An update on weather
conditions causing the street American flags not
to be flown for July 4" is inside. A review of the
July 20™ Legion meeting is on page 2.

Rick Larsen - Editor
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From the Commander

The following are notes from the July 20" Le-
gion meeting held at 7 pm. The pancake break-
fast was reviewed. The profit was just under
$665 which was deposited in the Post remodel-
ing fund. The fund balance is just over $2,771. A
thank you to Les and Linda Hengeveld for ar-
ranging a $250 Thrivent card, to the Bork family
for the donation of 30 dozen eggs, and a local
bread distributor for providing the bread for the
French toast.

The next fundraiser is a barbeque on Thurs-
day, August 20™. Serving is from 5 pm to 7 pm.
Volunteers are welcome starting at 2:30 pm to
prepare the food. The Legion sign at the south
entrance of Valley Springs was discussed. Our
Son’s will be purchasing and base painting new
plywood. A local artist will paint the sign details.
The old plywood will be removed and disposed
of.

Our Legion Post along with the Brandon Val-
ley Journal will be participating in the Valley
Springs Hometown Heroes banners to be
placed along Broadway Avenue in Valley
Springs. Cost of the banner is $150, the mount-
ing brackets will be donated by the Ed Polzine
fund, and the installation by the City of Valley
Springs

Bill Peters from Sioux Falls Post 15 is the
new Department Commander. Congratulations
Bill! His homecoming will be on October 10™
and is also the same date as our District 7 meet-
ing at Tea Post 266. The Post 131 American Le-
gion baseball team is in the Senior baseball
tournament which is July 28-Aug 1%. We wish
the team success!

The street American flags were not flown
over July 4" because of severe weather each
evening. The flags were put out over Booster
Days. July 1% started the membership renewal
for 2027. The goal set for our Legion is 79 mem-
bers. The Sons program is at 13 renewals. Our
Legion membership renewal is currently at 14.
We are on our way!

The City of Valley Springs has moved the
City’s webpage to the .gov platform. The link is
http://cityofvalleyspringssd.gov There is a
section for our Post. Check it out.

Rick Larsen, Post Commander

Hometown Heroes Banner Program

We are starting a Valley Springs Hometown
Heroes Banner Program. The banners will be
displayed on poles along Broadway Avenue.
Valley Springs American Legion Post 131 in
cooperation with the Ed Polzine Fund have
launched this program as a living tribute for
our community to honor past and present
members of the Armed Forces. Clear photos
must be provided. All photos will be returned
Digital photos are also welcomed. Cost of
each banner is $150 with the Ed Polzine
Fund providing the banner brackets. Checks
should be made payable to Ed Polzine Fund.
These banners have a projected three-year
lifespan. If you know of a loved one that you
would like to honor please contact us at:

Charles R. Doman Post 131

PO Box 189, Valley Springs, SD 57068
ricksfsd@gmail.com

(605) 553-5990

Or

BV Journal

140 E. Cedar Street, Brandon, SD 57005
editor@bvjournal.info

(605) 582-9999

Barbeque Fundraiser
Thursday, August 20, 2026
5-7 PM

Join us for a barbeque fundraiser in 2026.
The menu includes grilled hamburgers, hot
dogs, barbeques, calico beans, chips, cole
slaw, fruit salad, soda, water and condi-
ments. The profits will go to our Post remod-
eling fund. Volunteers are needed starting at
2:30 PM to prepare the food, during the serv-
ing times, and cleanup finished by 8 PM.
Help out for any part of the time that you can
support.
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Valley Springs hosted Automania
on Saturday, June 27th. A color guard
was provided by our post and Sioux
Falls Post 15. Left is our Sons Vice
Commander Davyd Labata. The middle
person in 1776 dress is our District 7
Vice Commander and Department
Finance Officer Dale Hill. Next to Dale is
Dean Struecker and Roger Kooi.

The Valley Springe Booster
Days parade was held on July 11th.
Our Post provided the color guard
to lead off the parade followed by
our float. Pictured from left to right
are Ken Bodewitz, Davyd Labata,
Dean Struecker and Mike Gehrke.

Commander Larsen received the
2026 Post Go Getter and 2026 Post
Membership Retention Awards from
District 7 Vice Commander Dale Hill.
These are recognition for our Post
post 52028 achieving the retention goal for the last
RETENTION Awans year. Thanks to all members for
renewing their membership and

— making these awards possible!

Charles Doman Post 13)
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August 2026

Sun Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Breakfast
8am
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Breakfast
8am
16 17 18 19 20 21 292
Meetings Barbeque Breakfast
Sons 6 pm Fundralser 8am
Legion 7 pm 5-7 pm
23 24 25 26 27 28 20
Breakfast
8am
30 31

Our Post dues are a low $45 per year. Auxiliary dues are $30 (senior) and $5

(junior) per year. Sons of the American Legion dues are $25 per year.

It Is Not The Price You Pay For Membership, It Is The Price You Paid To Be
Eligible To Join; It Is The Value Of Being A Member.
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